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tions between the sexes among its members and the
boy or youth found guilty of them is expelled from its
ranks. Not infrequently he is turned over to the law
for more drastic punishment than the mere ostracism
of his fellows.

IT was the government itself, however, that has given
the spontaneous movement for a return to stability in
family life its greatest impetus through the recent re-
vision of the Soviet marriage laws. The amended mar-
riage code, which went into effect February I, 1931,
eliminates the state as a partner in marriage. In other
words couples marrying in the Soviet Union today can
no longer bear children and expect the government to
raise them.
"Parents are legally bound to care for their children
who are under age," the new marriage code reads,
"They are especially charged with the duty of educat-
ing and preparing their offspring for a useful life." In
the Soviet Union, where the state is the employer,
these are not idle words. Machinery has been set up
which sees to it that parents do their duty by their
children. Russia is not trifling with its younger genera-
tions. A father derelict in his duties toward his child is
a father headed for considerable explaining and, if
these explanations are not satisfactory, for serious
punishment.
The age at which marriage can be contracted has